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Dear Parents/Guardians,
As part of Castle Dome Middle School’s ongoing commitment to developing our students’ 21st century skills, the use of online tools, commonly known as Web 2.0 and/or social networking tools, is becoming an integral part of teaching and learning.  The sites chosen for use can be used to:

· Facilitate the further development of reading and writing skills
· Cultivate understanding of different people and cultures
· Provide opportunities to display student creativity

· Practice listening and speaking skills

· Enhance collaboration and critical thinking skills

· Provide a variety of ways in which students can demonstrate their learning

· Motivate and engage students in new ways

· Share their ideas with a broader audience

How will the tools be used?
I will be acting as a guide/moderator while students use these tools for a range tasks, such as (but not limited to):

Compiling research
Classroom discussions
Video conferencing
Multi-media projects
Group projects
Reports
Demonstrations
Assignment completion
Classroom support   

Student use of web-based tools is for educational purposes only and at the direction and under the supervision of a teacher.  

Student safety
The safety of our students is always our primary concern, so sites endorsed by Castle Dome for student use have been carefully evaluated.  The following protective measures are in place for our use of web-based tools. 

· Wherever possible, we choose sites offering private groups for schools and classrooms.
· In cases where this is not possible, only the teacher will be registered with a whole-class account to be used by all students.

· Students will never be required to submit personal information

· Any Student accounts will be created under strict protections and guidelines 


· No individual or identifiable “profiles” will be used.
· Student activity will be closely monitored for appropriate use and conduct.  All school conduct rules apply online as well as in class.

· Everything we make with the tool(s) is subject to teacher approval and/or deletion

Visibility of Student Work
When students are able to safely share their ideas with an audience broader than just our classroom, often they can discover their voice and become even more motivated to learn, communicate and share their ideas effectively with others.  However, the following measures will be used when publishing.

· Privately Published Works: 

· Only students, parents, and staff members with a related interest to this class will be able to SEE the work created by our class.  This can generally be accomplished through the sharing of private web links.


Visibility of Student Work 
· Publicly Published Works:

· No full names or other identifiable information about our class or students will be published along with the work.

· Only the first name of students will be used in identifying work and ideas, if they are used at all.

· No pictures of individual students identifying them by name will be used.

· Any pictures of students working in groups will not include information that identifies individuals by name.

· If there is the ability to leave comments for students, all comments will be moderated by the me before they are published for general viewing.

The availability of Internet tools changes rapidly, as such, the sites recommended by Castle Dome may change accordingly to suit educational goals and student needs.  Currently, we are endorsing the following sites for classroom use, but the list below does not exclude the use of other sites that meet evaluation standard.


· Edmodo – Communication tool for classroom assignments, discussions, collaboration.
· Twitter – Micro-blogging in 140 characters.
· Livebinders – 3-ring binder for the web consisting of multimedia resources, links and video.

· Glogster EDU – Multi-media site to create digital “posters” for assignments.
· Animoto – Multi-media site for creation of digital stories.
· Wallwisher – Collaborative communication tool.
· Wikispaces &Weebly – Website created to teach about 21st century skills through online portfolios, collaborative projects, online discussions and more. Student and teacher created blog posts
· Prezi – Multi-media presentation tool.
· Wordle – Word mapping/visualization tool
· Popplet – Idea Mapping tool
Parents are always encouraged to review the online activities of their child.  If at any time you have questions about our projects or our use of these tools, please contact me at mailto:cfields@yumaed.org.  As specific projects are created, I will share how they can be viewed at home.  


Signature  - indicates that the web 2.0 tools being use in Mrs. Fields’ class have been explained and will be shared with you throughout the school year.

Please sign and return this bottom portion of the document as soon as possible.  Thank you!

________________________________      ___________________________________  (Print Name)



Parent signature

Date

