Mrs. Fields’
8th Grade  Language Arts Class
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email:mailto:cfields@yumaed.org
Website: http://mrsfieldsenglish.weebly.com
Classmates’ Phone Numbers:

Name_________________________Number_____________________________

Name_________________________Number_____________________________

Welcome to the 8th grade and our Language Arts class!  It’s going to be a great year---really!!!  Here is a checklist to get you off on the right track.

THINGS YOU NEED for OUR CLASS:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  The largest 3 section notebook you can find.  It is helpful if it has pockets in the dividers.  Make sure it is larger than a regular piece of binder paper. Staples has good ones for $4.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Supplies.  You must have 2 pencils, 2 pens, a set of colored pencils or markers, a bright colored highlighter---NOT YELLOW, binder paper, glue sticks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Phone numbers of 2 other people in your class.   It is essential that you have a

classmate’s phone number in case you miss class and need the assignment.  

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKEUP WORK!

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Classmates phone numbers, class website and email address.   Keep this paper so you’ll have these numbers handy.  If you miss class, call a buddy or check classnotes.com for homework details.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Gmail account that you will use for school. 

We will be using Google Docs and Apps for your ePortfolio.

Helpful suggestions for success:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Create a place to study.  You need to have a small space in your home where you can study

comfortably.  It can be a desk, the kitchen table, or even the floor.  You can use a piece of wood shelving to create a lap desk, or even a tray table with legs.  You need a small box to hold supplies, or use your backpack, which should be well-equipped and organized.  Just be sure you have SOMEPLACE where you are comfortable and able to concentrate.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Use your time wisely.  The 8th grade will be more demanding than the 7th grade, and thus require

 more of your time and energy.  You can minimize the drain on yourself:

· Stay organized:  
· write down your assignments and check them often
· Keep your backpack and binders in order right from the beginning 
· Stay on top of assignments—don’t put them off until the last minute.  It’s easier to keep up than to make up!
· PACK YOUR STUFF FOR SCHOOL BEFORE YOU GO TO BED!  This makes everything so much easier in the morning!  Double check it before you hit the sack.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Set your priorities and stick to them.
· Put your schoolwork first.  Get it done before you head for the phone, TV, or basketball court.
· Choose your friends wisely.  If you hang with friends who are flunking out, you won’t be encouraged to do your homework!  Have at least a few friends who want to succeed in school, so you can help each other stay on top of your work.
· Don’t let TV run your life.  If you have a special show, then watch it!  But don’t sit brain-dead for hours watching MTV instead of doing your homework.  Learn to turn it off.
· Learn to hang up the phone.  Learn to say, “Can I call you back in half an hour?” and finish that assignment before you start yakking!
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Learn to cope with problems and to solve them quickly and creatively.  Even A+ students

sometimes have problems with tough subjects, demanding schedules, boring classes and difficult teachers.  There are a number of constructive ways to deal with these problems:

· Problem teachers 

· Try to let the good teachers and classes set the tone for your day.  Don’t let one class ruin everything.

· Always be completely prepared, prompt and alert in a problem class.  That way you will be less likely to have a conflict with the teacher.

· If you are really having a conflict with a teacher, get help from another teacher or counselor.  Don’t blow up—that will just make things worse.

· Problem classes

· Spend twice as much time on your problem classes as the easy ones.  Do the homework for the tough classes first.

· ALWAYS ask questions about any material you don’t understand in class.  The teacher needs to know you need help.  If you are shy, as the teacher before or after class.

· Buddy up with one or two good students in the class so you can get help from them.

· Never skip a class—it’s too hard to catch up.

· Get a tutor if necessary

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don’t procrastinate!  Putting things off until later is a sure-fire way to get behind.  We sometimes

think that if we ignore the problem, assignment, etc., that it will go away.  WRONG!  There is a way to kick the procrastination habit:

· Force yourself to at least look at the material.  Just looking at it will help you formulate ideas and get it clear in your mind.

· Divide a big assignment into smaller portions.  If you have 7 days to read 70 pages, make yourself read at least 10 pages a day.

· Use that extra 15 minutes to do part of something!  Any little bit really does help.

· JUST START!!!!!  This is the biggest problem most people have.  “I don’t know where to begin.”  Often it’s easier to begin in the middle.  Don’t write the opening paragraph of your essay, save that until later.   Write the second or third paragraph, and go back and fill in later.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reward Yourself for a Job Completed.  When you finish a job or assignment, reward yourself with

that phone call, visit to the mall, or TV show.  You’ve earned it!  It feels good to feel good about yourself.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Parent Signature here is worth points!  ____________________________________________




Please keep this paper in the front of your binder.
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